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WJIH PASTOR3S PONDERI

In "Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire," his book on prayer, Pastor Jim Cymbala describes the church in Brooklyn that
he arrived at in 1972. Pastor Jim had no formal seminary education. His wife, the organist, couldn't read mu-
sic. The choir couldn't either. The church was small, and declining. Most of the members were former drug
addicts and ex-prostitutes. This hopeless situation has grown into the mega-church Brooklyn Tabernacle.

As | read this book | can't help but think that we're going about it wrong. We have two pastors & both of
them have a Masters of Divinity from Concordia-St. Louis, one of the finer seminaries in the United States.
We have a congregation of mostly middle-class and uppermiddle-class suburbanites. To my knowledge,
most of them are neither former drug addicts nor ex -prostitutes. We worship in a $3.3 million building, and
are part of a mainline Protestant denomination. Our organist can decidedly read music, as can the choir.

During Cymbala's early days of ministry they were so poor they could barely make budget. The people in
the neighborhood could not be considered as possible contributors. On the other hand, we live comfortably,
and although we make budget nearly every year, our offerings do not approach a tithe for most of us.

So how did Cymbala turn his scenario into a thriving community of believers? Prayer. And then some
more prayer. And then more prayer on top of that.

Monday: Pastor Walt's day off ; Pastor Joel worship, class and sermon prep
Tuesday: Board meetings

Wednesday: Services in Advent and Lent; Bible Study otherwise

Thursday: Choir and Bell Choir practice

Friday: Pastor Joel's day off; Pastor Walt class, sermon and worship prep

Part of me wants to pray: "Lord God, I'm sorry & we're too busy doing church to be in prayer. But we'll be
sure to get back to You just as soon as we possibly can."

A wit once observed that if God withdrew His support, 90% of what the church does would go on un -
changed. How? Because we plan, coordinate and program the church as if it were just like any other human
institution. As long as the "events" take place, then we think it a success, whether or not the living God of the
Bible has changed lives.

In modern America, some churches have such large endowments that the churchd as an institutiond can
last until the Second Coming, whether or not anyone is sitting in the pews. Picture a chancel in which a pas-
tor is "doing the liturgy" & everything in the proper sequence, naturally d but there's no one behind him. Sadly,
some would consider this a church. The Bible does not.

Immanuel is not that church, nor do | mean to say anything remotely close to suggesting that she is. But
it remains necessary for the churchd every church, including this oned constantly to examine herself. How is
our walk with Christ, both individually and collectively? Is the "main thing still the main thing"? Are we where
God (not a board) would have us to be? And if not, are we willing to spend the time on our knees in prayer
seeking and pleading for the work of the Holy Spirit to take place
among us?
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A taste of the Book of Psalms: Experience all its flavors!

The book of Psalms has held a central place in the life and worship of the Church ever since the be-
ginning. It stands as a bridge connecting Israel, the people of God in the Old Testament, with the Church, the
people of God in the New Testament. The book saw use during the temple worship in Jerusalem and is still
used today in our own sanctuaries. No other book of the Bible has been used with such diversity for singing,

teaching, praying, worshiping, comforting, and |ivin
tures. o
The Psalms reveal the heart and the soul of Godo

There is so much strength and meaning to be gained from the daily reading of the Psalms. Not only does it
bring us closer to Christ, for He is the Alpha and the Omega of the book, but it brings us closer to the real
lives of people who had some of the same struggles, temptations, and triumphs that we encounter today.
When David is confronted with the guilt and sorrow of his own sins, Psalm 51 gives us a glimpse into
the soul of a man beloved by God, a king foreshadowing the Everlasting King to come, but most strikingly a
humble sinner asking for forgiveness. While the Gospels tell us that Christ went to a mountain to pray, the
Psalms reveal the very words that he spoke. In fact, Jesus reserved his last words on the cross to be from

Psalm 22, AMy God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
new under the sun. o Every |ife situation that we hav
Godbés people in the past and the book of Psal ms gi v«

cross and follow Jesus.
Experts say that there are 126 psychological experiences in life. Just open the Psalms and you will

see them all. There are the valleys of i fe; i OQut of
of i f e; ifPraise the Lord. | wi | | extol the Lord wit
thing remains eternal; Godbés great | ove and forgiven

the ages in Christ. Come and be a part of the Sunday morning adult Bible study this Fall.

| MMANUELO®GS BUSI NESS

So now that we've settled in for another school year and our big summer pro-
jects are behind us it's time to look ahead to another glorious autumn, already
our fifth, here on Clapboard Ridge. And while everybody is enjoying our new
grass field/picnic and 6recbd area af
volved) the fall maintenance/winter prep season is upon us. With that thought [[———
mind our Trustees will soon be scheduling clean-up days around our properties.
Please watch the bulletin or Member Connect for details and come on down. Also, kudos this month to those
volunteers who pitched in at the recent Day of Caring for Immanuel's own. Your efforts were most notice-

able and truly appreciated.

Elsewhere, as the third quarter of our calendar year winds down so does the first quarter of our fiscal year
and despite the success of our Consecrated Stewards program we've fallen behind budget. School enroll-
ment has met, even exceeded, expectations. Congratulations to those who made that happen! However,
envelope contributions, which were budgeted to produce a surplus that is needed to finance our Family Life
Center, are lagging. Although it is not unusual to be short of our targeted amount at this point it is impera-
tive that we act as good stewards and make every penny count. We thank you for your continued support.

In His Service,
Bill Hunt, Business & Facilities Manager




Journey or Destination?

This time of year can make one ask this question. With the fall season of beautiful
foliage upon us, many get the urge to jump into the car or onto the motorcycle to
take in the wonderful colors that abound in New England. The destination, be it
fromourPreSident...Vermont or a | ocal rout e, i snot t he

and smelling the fresh air along the way makes the journey much more important

rea

than the destination. Compare fall/l | eaf peeping with

The above begs the same question about how our faith life impacts our time on this earth. What a blessing
knowing, as Christians, that the destination of eternity with our Creator that lies ahead is coupled with the
journey. You likely have a friend or acquaintance that has wondered out loud about what the purpose of this
journey on earth is about. The joy of being able to help your friend with this question of life is why we worship
and study the Word together. This start of a new season of Sunday School, Bible Study and Confirmation
gives all of us an opportunity to better prepare ourselves to help not just others, but ourselves. | invite and en-
courage everyone to experience that Awind in you
trips, the little effort it takes to get ready is dwarfed by what you get from it.

These are some exciting times at Immanuel. The Lord has certainly blessed us in many ways and continues
to provide us the tools to do His work of spreading the Gospel message. One of those blessings is Imman-

r

uel 6s new Associate Pastor Joel and Ki m, his wife.

duce yourself. The many ministries going on here touch a lot of people and | encourage all to help out when
asked to spare a week or two on a project. The planning of our Family Life Center continues. The Building
Committee is on the construction documents stage of the project. What this means is that around the end of
the year we will have drawings that will allow Immanuel to get firm costs to construct the FLC and be ready to
secure building permits for when we are able to get a shovel in the ground.

October finds the Nominations Committee forming to fill the change in Officers and Board members along
with preparing for our November s Voterds Meetin
meetings and your attendance is strongly encouraged. If you have anything to bring before the Voters at this
meeting, please give me a call anytime (203.792.7558) that | may discuss it with you. October is also National
Pastor Appreciation Month. We are truly blessed with clergy who desire to keep us focused on our triune Sav-
ior and not on them. This month | challenge you to go above your usual display of thanks and continue to

keep Pastor Walt, Pastor Joel and their families

In Service to Christ,
Dennis Ruopp

==

g.

f

-
C

wh o

§\ - -‘\
~ » . What a faithful God we have! With Celebrate Immanuel and our Day of
\\hd Caring we shared by demonstration

those who call upon His name. As we continue forward into this autumn
§ ! E!!ARD§ ﬂ IE season we will again see the glory of God in the very trees that surround
us. With our busy lives it is som
our own, which tempts us to doubt this faithfulness. We want everything NOW, yesterday even. Let us not be
faithless, but put our trust in the Lord. For God says if we will return to him and keep his precepts,
we will enjoy abundantly from his gifts. It is when we share of ourselves we truly see how blessed we

are. May the people of Immanuel abound in every good work to the glory of God, that the grace he so freely
bestows may be evident to all peoples.

Yours in Christ,
TJ Keller
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As of this writing, | am pleased to announce that ILS has an enrollment of 110
students in our Preschool-8" grades. Given that our status at the end of May was
a student enroliment of 90, we have made great strides. With a great amount of
prayer and efforts from our staff, school parents, and the church community, we
have worked hard to bring in new students to our school. But the task is far from
complete. | ask that you continue to support ILS through prayer and sharing the

news of our school with others. Stop by any time during a school day to see what
Imrggﬂggll 'l{llér:;vhsemn gappens here or visit our next OPEN HOUSE on Thursday, October 1 from 6:30-

pm.

The Celebrate Immanuel event on September 13 was a great time for one and all. Thank you to the many
people who played a role in making it a successful day. Ms. Archibald and our day school students will
continue to enhance our worship services with songs throughout the year.

Please take a few minutes and check out the new Immanuel Lutheran School website. Go to
www.immanuellutheranschool.org  to find out about the curriculum of ILS, teacher bios, class information,
and you can participate in the ILS blog that has many interesting topics. Be sure to check the calendar often
for all the important activities and events going on at ILS. Marianne Gannon has done a great job at
developing the site. She serves as the webmaster, so if you have any questions about the site, please

contact her at webmaster@immanueldanbury.org

Save the dates: u
October 1 6:30-8pm Open House
November 4 Annual Veteranodés Day Ass - !1
November 20 PTL Auction and CHRISTmas Party

Nate Palkewick
Principal, Immanuel Lutheran School

Preschool Fun!

In Jesus time we have been learning about how God created the world. We are talking about taking care
of God's world. We want to keep it clean. We throw away trash in the trash can!

We also have been talking about the plants and trees God made. The
classes have learned a little poem about one of God's trees. We use ac-
tions to help us remember the words. Come and visit and we would be
glad to show you.

The Apple Tree

Way up high in the apple tree.

Two little apples smiled at me.

| shook that tree as hard as | could.
Down came the apples.

MMMMM, were they good.

We also have been talking about all of the animals that God created. We

have been pretending to be monkeys, lions, spiders , birds and many oth-

ers while using a favorite Preschool movement to music song called Animal Action. So if you are in the
building and hear growls and tweets and other animal sounds come and join us as we celebrate God's
gift of animals in a fun movement song. ~ Sylvia Person



SUNDAY SCHOOL

The new Sunday School year has started! Most of our teachers have returned and we
are pleased to welcome some new faces. We appreciate Kathryn and Phil Weigand,
Kim Merrill, and Joel Wardenburg joining our staff to share their time and talents with
our children.

We also appreciate the following individuals who taught Sunday School this
summer: Deb Giuffre, Donnet Peterson, Renee Harper, Michelle Behling, Heidi
Muehlfeld, Kat and Phil Weigand, TJ Keller, Aimee Natal, Teri Hancock, Carol Sanger,
Karl Wagner, Dave and Nancy Lutz, Bethany and Lori Hancock, Luann Kelly, Christine
Banks, Jen Marr, Deanne Schultz, and Sarah Connors.

Here are a few things to keep in mind:

1. I nformation on Sunday School events and progr
http://immanuellutheranchurchandschool.org

2. Openings will be on the first Sunday of the month in the sanctuary at 9:30, beginning October
4th. We will be collecting loose change at the openings with the proceeds going to Jericho
Partnership . Have your child bring some loose change to openings during their birthday month
to benefit this ministry.

3. Donét forget your Sunday School offering envel o]
and November will benefit Heifer International . This organization seeks to end world hunger and
poverty through self-reliance and sustainability. You can go to www.heifer.org to learn more.

We are looking forward to a wonderful year of fellowship and growing in faith!

In His service,
Debbie Hollrah and Janet Gordon

Youth Events

October 4 & Youth nightd 6:00-8pm. Meet at church Mystery Night (5th-12th grade)

October 4 § Butter Braid fundraiser orders due to Mrs. Fox. Prize to top seller of
KFC, Jr. and Sr. LYF.

October 41 Confirmation of youth attending National Youth Gatheringd $275 non-
refundable deposit required.

October 24 i Butter Braids delivered to church at 11am. Youth to arrive at 10:45am

November 17 Youth Night Food Drive at church from 6:30-8pm.



